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Dear Partners, 
 
In this month of July, I wish to share with you some important events scheduled 
for the summer, so that you can plan accordingly. 
 
You will soon receive the invitation to the Ninth International Forum of NGOs in 
official partnership with UNESCO that will be held in Tunis, Tunisia on 26 and 
27 September 2018 on the theme “Another perspective on migration”. Hosted by 
the Arab Institute for Human Rights (AIHR), the Forum will discuss the challenges 
of migration for peace and sustainable development, and is part of a series of 
events celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 
 
I strongly count on your presence on this occasion and on your willingness to 
mobilize your national branches and partners in the region. 
 
Do not hesitate to visit the website of the NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee 
(www.ngo-unesco.org/en/) to register for the event and get additional information. 
 
31 August 2018 – Deadline UNESCO Participation Programme for 2018-2019 
 
As you know the UNESCO Participation Programme provides support to activities 
that are related to UNESCO’s mandate and fields of competence.  
 
I wish to remind you that the deadline set for the submission of requests by 
NGOs in official partnership with UNESCO is 31 August 2018 and first approvals 
will be granted in October 2018. 
 
It should be underlined that, for this biennium, projects presented should relate to 
the two global priorities of the Organization - Africa and Gender Equality – and 
mainly reach priority groups indicated in the 39 C/61 Resolution, including Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs), Post-Conflict and Post-Disaster Countries (PCPD), 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Countries In Transition (CITs) and 
middle-income countries. 
 
Feel free to send your requests to the UNESCO Secretariat, together with all 
necessary documents. More information is available at: 
http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/member-states/mscontent/participation-
programme/. 
 
Contact: Mr Stoyan Bantchev (ppe@unesco.org)  
 
 

http://www.ngo-unesco.org/en/
http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/member-states/mscontent/participation-programme/
http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/member-states/mscontent/participation-programme/
mailto:ppe@unesco.org
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12 August 2018 - International Youth Day 
 
This year, the United Nations theme for the Day is “Safe Spaces for Youth”. The 
theme aims to promote youth engagement and empowerment by exploring the 
role of safe spaces in contributing to freedom of expression, mutual respect and 
constructive dialogue.  
  
Youth often lack the spaces to meet, interact and socialize outside their home 
environment. Having a space that feels safe can empower both rural and urban 
youth by providing an opportunity to gather and participate in activities that 
promote meaningful dialogues, self-esteem and peace.  
  
With a rise in social and economic inequalities, climate change, political and 
humanitarian crisis, youth often lack safe spaces. Online communication such as 
social media has created a new opportunity for youth to engage and use their 
creativity to create both virtual and physical spaces. 
 
The official commemorative event to celebrate International Youth Day 2018 will 
take place on Friday 10 August 2018 in UN Habitat in Nairobi, Kenya. 
  
I invite you to send us any information about the events you plan to organize and 
we will announce them on the website www.unesco.int.  
 
For more information on the UNESCO Youth Programme, you can consult this 
link. For more information on the day, please visit this dedicated page of the 
United Nations. 
 
Contact: Alexander Schischlik (youth@unesco.org) 
 
 
23 August 2018 – International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade 
and its Abolition 
 
The night of 22 to 23 August 1791, in Santo Domingo (today Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic) saw the beginning of the uprising that would play a crucial 
role in the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade. 
 
The Day is intended to inscribe the tragedy of the slave trade in the memory of all 
peoples. In accordance with the goals of the intercultural project ‘The Slave 
Route’, it should offer an opportunity for collective consideration of the historic 
causes, the methods and the consequences of this tragedy, and for an analysis 
of the interactions to which it has given rise between Africa, Europe, the 
Americas and the Caribbean. 
 
We invite NGOs and civil society to organize events on this occasions, involving 
the local populations and in particular young people, educators, artists, 
intellectuals and athletes. 
 
For more information about “The Slave Route” project, please consult the 
dedicated link. 
 
Contact: Mr Ali Moussa Iye (projetlaroutedelesclave@unesco.org)  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.unesco.int/
hhttp://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/youth/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/international-youth-day-2018.html
mailto:youth@unesco.org
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/slave-route/
mailto:projetlaroutedelesclave@unesco.org
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8 September 2018 – International Literacy Day  
 
This year’s edition will be placed under the theme “Literacy and skills 
development”.  On this occasion, an international conference will be organized on 
7 and 8 September 2018 at UNESCO’s Headquarters in Paris. As in previous 
editions, the 2018 UNESCO International Literacy Prizes Awards Ceremony will 
also take place and reward excellent literacy practices from around the world in 
connection with the theme of the year.  
 
The Day will also be celebrated at regional and country levels, involving 
governments, NGOs, multilateral organizations, donors, teachers, learners, 
communities, the private sector, parents and experts.  
 
We know that many of you are interested and engaged in the field of literacy. It is 
why I encourage you to organize related activities, in collaboration with 
governments and key partners, including UNESCO Field Offices. Please feel free 
to send us information on these activities, that we shall publish on our website, 
which will be made available soon within the UNESCO’s literacy portal: 
http://en.unesco.org/themes/literacy-all.   
 
Contact: Ms Mari Yasunaga (literacy@unesco.org) 
 
 
UNESCO Publications 

  The book titled Migration, Free Movement and Regional Integration - the 
outcome of a research project launched by UNESCO in cooperation with 
the United Nations University Institute on Comparative Regional 
Integration Studies (UNU-CRIS) - analyzes, from a cross-disciplinary 
perspective, the different approaches to free movement used by some 30 
regional organizations. It also presents a comparative review of the various 
measures taken and obstacles encountered by these organizations to 
highlight current and emerging trends. It is available in English only under 
this link. 
 

  The UNESCO-Routledge co-publication Transforming the Future: 
Anticipation in the 21st Century presents the findings of the landmark study 
conducted through UNESCO’s 38 Futures Literacy Laboratories around 
the world. It explores how and why people, by imagining and anticipating 
what might happen and what they might do, are “using” the future to shape 
the present and improve their world. UNESCO calls this capacity ‘Future 
Literacy’. This publication is available in English only under this link. 
 

  This month, on the occasion of the 42nd session of the World Heritage 
Committee taking place this year in Manama, Bahrein, the World Heritage 
review has published a Special Issue - World Heritage in Bahrain. The 
issue takes an in-depth look at Bahrain’s two World Heritage sites, Qal’at 
al-Bahrain – Ancient Harbour and Capital of Dilmun, and Pearling, 
Testimony of an Island Economy, and among other things examines the 
current conservation and management of the pearl oyster beds (known 
locally as Hayrs) and the future vision for the Pearling World Heritage site. 
The issue is available in English, French and Spanish under this link. 

 
       Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

http://en.unesco.org/themes/literacy-all
mailto:literacy@unesco.org
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0026/002606/260669e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0026/002606/260669e.pdf
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781351047999
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/88/

